Afternoon Session: 2-30 p. m.

The afternoon session commenced at 2-30 p.m. under
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu's presidency. The first hour was devot-
ed to the Symposium on the Modern Indian Literatures,
which Prof. M. D. Altekar introduced with a brief speech. *
At 3-30 p.m., the President called upon Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru to initiate the discussion on "The Development of the
Indian Literatures as a Uniting Force."
DISCUSSION ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
INDIAN LITERATURES AS A UNITING FORCE1
PANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU :
Friends:
I am a little embarrassed in having to address you, and
I feel like an outsider who has strayed into distinguished
company. You have done me the honour of making me a
Vice-President of the Indian Centre of the P.E.N., and I
deem it a privilege. But you know very well that my work
has been in another direction, and that other activities have
absorbed my attention far too much. I am not untouched
by, as Sir Mirza put it, " the spiritual paralysis of politics. "
And yet I have sometimes strayed into other fields by ac-
cident, queer and incidental. By accident I became a writer,
and so found my way into the P.E.N.
So far as this subject is concerned, I am quite sure that
many of you who are present here know much more about it
* The full proceedings of the Symposium on the Modern Indian
Literatures are published as a separate volume, edited by Dr. Bharatan
Kumarappa, and they are not therefore included in this volume,
1 All the speakers except one, who participated in the discussion
on " The Development oi the Indian Literatures as a Uniting Force, "
including Pandit Nehru, spoke extempore. The exception was Mr.
Nabakishore Das, who read his paper on the subject. Mr. Gurdial
Mallik's paper, although submitted to the Conference, was not actually
read, aafl therefore comes last.